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• Living Law Report launched in 
June 2018.

• Comparative legal study analysing
leading case-law & legislative 
developments around the world.

• Several jurisdictions selected for 
study, including –

• Ecuador 
• Bolivia
• Colombia
• New Zealand
• India 

• Illustrates emerging trends in field 
of Nature Rights and aims to give
a flavour of some of the different 
permutations evolving.

• Fast-paced developments 
emerging; for example, now also 
Lake Erie Bill of Rights (US).





Mandate: Host the 9th Interactive Dialogue
of the UNGA on Harmony with Nature to
discuss the contributions of Harmony with
Nature in ensuring inclusive, equitable and
quality education on taking urgent action to
combat climate change and its impacts
and to inspire citizens and societies to
reconsider how they interact with the
natural world in the context of sustainable
development, poverty eradication and
climate justice, so as to ensure that people
everywhere have the relevant information
and awareness for sustainable
development and lifestyles in Harmony
with Nature.

Pursuant to UN General Assembly Resolution 
A/RES/73/235



The resolution, among others:

1. Encourages the experts of the
Harmony with Nature Knowledge
Network to carry out a study of
local and national initiatives on the
protection of Mother Earth, as
applicable.

2. Recognizes that protecting
ecosystems and avoiding harmful
practices against animals, plants,
microorganisms and non-living
environments contributes to the
coexistence of humankind in
Harmony with Nature.



Back in the UK – Brexit Context



• The work has already started! UN
Level. Also, litigation cases
increasing at national level +
legislative proposals.

• Further study with IUCN colleagues
beneficial to articulate answers to
frequent barriers/detailed legal
questions (e.g. what happens when
Nature Rights conflict with Human
Rights; concepts of Restorative
Justice etc).

• How can we build and share these
examples? UK and EU more broadly
as a catalyst for international action >
systems-thinking.

• Workshops sessions. Develop
motion proposal?

• Launch anticipated of new regional
EU GARN HUB (Global Alliance for
the Rights of Nature) to develop
strategy for Europe and shared
resources.



Nature Rights Proposal – Swedish
Riksdag (14/05/19)

§ 26. Nature, including ecosystems, populations
and species, shall be guaranteed the following
rights and freedoms:
1. The right to exist, flourish, regenerate, evolve

and restore; and
2. The freedom to exercise, enforce and defend

these rights and freedoms.





Living Law
• We are a public interest international

law firm established in Scotland in
2012.

• We specialise in environmental &
human rights law and policy from a
multi-level governance perspective.

• Central mission is to uphold the
rights of access to environmental
information, public participation &
environmental justice in line with the
UNECE Aarhus Convention and
Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration.

• We aim to advance and protect the
right to a healthy environment for
present and future generations.

• And in doing so, help mend the
relationship between people and the
natural world through integrated
solutions.



(cont.)
• We strive to deliver high quality

legal services that don’t cost the
earth through innovation to make
advice accessible across societies.

• At the heart of all we do is a
fundamental belief in equality
before the law & in the power of the
law as a tool for positive social
change.

• We believe the rule of law and a
critical legal perspective are also
key tools to assist humanity
address the complex challenges
facing us in the Anthropocene.

• We advocate for a strong, diverse,
independent and representative
legal profession & judiciary to
uphold the legitimacy of the law in
societies.



Discussion
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